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1. On 1 March 1552, Volkspolizei Dienststelle (VFD) 1772 in Zittau, which had an
authorized strength of about 8,000, numbered about 300 officers and 900 police. (1)
2, The VFD was organized into the headquarters, the lst through Lth Regireats
(Komzandos ), the lst Sonderabteilung (Ren) and the Tth Lehrabteilung (Armd) (tank
instruction unit, which previously was designated 7th Sonderabteilunz).
3. The following personnel of the VP were known :Iby last nares and position
only unless noteds 25X1
VP Inspekteur Vogt Cormanding officer,
unknown Adjutant.
VP Kormandeur Nebrig Deputy cortianding officer and PK chiefl,
V? Oberrat lans Knoblauch Head of the narty control comridssion.
VP Rat Dutke Chief instructor and SID sccrotary
VP Komiscar “‘enke Instructor.
VP RBat luerbe First propaganda officor.
VP Oberkomiissar Kannewurf Second propaganca officer,

successor to VP Oberrat Thurmenn, who was
: disndissed by Ordor lo 2.

VP Komrissar !aufe Assistant in charge of youth matiers. lle
sunerseded VP Oberkomrissar Ludwiz (fau) who
was transferrod to an unknoma place.

VP Oberrat lax Schmidt Chief of stafl, le superseded VP ot Jarn~
brunn (fnu) who attended an instruction course
for regimental comanders at the ¥P school in

Kochstedt.
VP Oberkommissar lleinz Otto First assistant and deputy of the chiefl of staid,
VP Xomnissar Knobloch Second asuistant for reconnaissance training.
VP Rat Tracher Third assistant in charge of personiel affairs,

cadre section for officers and nersonnel
section for NCOs and police.

VP Komrxdasar Senf Assistants to the chief of the person:l section.
VP Unterkorr:issar Jeschke
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VP Kommissar Schubsri
unknown

VP Oberrat Brull

unknown
unknovm

VP Oberrat Jureck

VP Kommissar Pichtian
VP Unterlomissar Abt
VP Rat Gruellich

VP Cberrat Herzig

VP Hauptwachimeistor Iingelnmann
VP Oberkorissar Neidhardt

VP Qberrat Tgert

unknown

unknown

VP Kommandeur Dr Haupt
VP Rat Neugebauer

VP Rat Mantsch

VP Oberkommissar Jablondki
VP Unterkomnissar Krueger

unknown

VP Unterkommissar Mueller

VP Xomnandeur llarnisch

VP Inspektewr Goronov
VP Inspekteur Statutov
unknown

winown

VP Rat Warmbrunn

VP Rat Joitschik
VP Rat Howirk

VP Rat Kretschmar
unknown

¥P Hat Falk
Vi dat Uhlmann

SECRLT/”

Fourth assistant, chief of the
secbion for classified matorial

Fifth assistant, in charge of

special conirols, encoding of
teletypes.

Deputy chief of staff for general
matterss this post superseded the
previous assignment of director of
training. VP Kommiscar Salden {fnu)
was transferred to Gera as commandor
of a soctor on the western boundary
of the Soviet Zone.

Assistant in charce of instruction
rethods.

Assistant in charze of »hysical
trainingo

Assistant in charge of supnly.

Chief of the clothing soction,

Chiefl of thne ration supply section.
Chief of the finanece section.

Chief of the fuel und lubrication
section,

Billeting ofiicer,

Chief of ordnance nateriecl section.
Deputy chief for artillery training.
Deputy chief for taak training,

VP Obertrat Gast (Ifnu) was transierred
to an unknown place,

Jeputy chiel for technical equipment.,
Chief of tnhe medical section.

Officer in charge of enginecr matters.
Officer in charge of signal commmnications
matters,

Chief of the transaortation section.
Bandmaster,

Jaa officer,

Fire protection of:iicer.

Lisison officers to the Vinistry of
State Security. VP Oberkommissar elsuvt
Schmidt was trassferred to an unknown
place, (2}

Sovietnik for X matiers,

Sovietnik for gencral affairs.
Sovietnik for artilier: matters.
Sovietnik for tank training,

CO of the 1st Kert {Xomiando). it wresent
he is on detached service for the
duration of a traiming course.

GO of the 2d legt.

G0 of tre 3¢ Rezt,

GO of the hth degt,

00 of tie 1st Sonderabteilung (Ren)
This wnit will probably he assimed
to the division headquarters as ro-
comaissance element, (3)

GO of the 7th Lelrabteilung, (3)
Deputy corvanding officer and PK chief
of the 7th lehrabteilungz,

AY
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ho The 3d Hdegt (Inf), the organizational sot-up of which was the same as that
of all infantry regiments (Yom.andosn), was organized into three baiialions,
7ach batlalion had: a lat Battery (heavy nortars) with 3 or L 122%-mm mortars;

25X1

a 24 Battery (aT) with I Soviet 70.2-tm sunc; 1 machine gun company; 1
signal comminications Zugs 1 cngineer Zug; and medical personiel. lLach
hattalion (Abteilunz) consisted of 3 companics; 1 heavy machine gun Zugs

1 medium mortar Zugy and medical personnel, For combat missions, the
battalion will be reinforced by 1 simmal commnications Zug and 1 engineor
Zuge (4) Zach company consicted of a comanding officer; a PK ofiicer; an
officer in charge of interior duties; and 3 Juege with 3 sguads to each Zug.
For combat missions the company mill be reinforced by 2 light mortar section
equipped with 2 mortars and 2 heavy machina gun squad. {5) the fire jpowor
of a squad consisted of G cazrbines, 1 Soviet model S=lil gun, 1 Soviet light
machina gun with box magszine, and 2 Soviet svbmachine guns with drun

magazines. (6)

The following JTeading personnel of thc 34 Regt were known by last name and

pogition

VP Rat Howirk

V" Rat Uendt

VP Komnmissar Trilier

VP Kommissar Gchindler

V? Komr:issar Xoenip

VP XKormmissar Kaesenodel
uniknown

VP Unterkomiissar rueller
VP iauptwachtmeister ['alik
VP Rat Guettler

VP Unterkomgissar
Lietznacher
VP Kormissar lagen

VP Komilssar Hsutenberg
VP Komais:.ar ilermann

VP Rat Schunanma

VP Komaissar Hading

VP Kommissar Fretzert
unknoim

VP Oberkomnissar Huhn

VP Oberkorriissar Klante
VP Kormissar Kop elt

VP Oberkomnissar leyer

VP Kommissar Bargmann

VP Komissar Fischer

VP Kommisuar Jasner
Degerter

unEnosmn

VP Hauptwachtmeistor Rietsciclt
VP leister jillrich

VP Uaustwachtmoister Helm
VP Komissar Schneidor

VP Unterkormissar “‘ohlfeld
wnknown

uniknown

VP "mterkomiissar Irmscher
nnknown

soenr,

Comanding officer,

Deputy companding ofiicer and PK chiocf.
Deputy comanding officer for genceral matiers,
Deputy comaading officer arnd suoply officer,
Quarbarraster clothing of Jicor.

ess officer.

Finance officer,

Fuel and Iubriecation officer.
Armorer-artificer official,

Chief of gstaff; at nresent attending a course
in Xochsiedt,

First assistant in charge of planaing,

Lecond assistant in charge of classified
material,

Third essistant in charge of reconagissance
matters,

Fourth assistant in charge of personnel rmatters,
He is assigned one deruty,

Deputy C0, in charge of artillery traiaing.
SED secerstary.

FDJ sscrotary,

First aid man,

CO of 1lst Bﬂa

€0 of 2d Bn,

GO of 3d mn.

Deputy C2 and P chief, lst Bn,

Deputy CO and PK chief, 34 Bn,

Chief adjutant (chief of ntafl), lst Ba,
Chiof adjutant, 2¢ in,

Chief adjutant, 3d ™n,

Interior duly ofiicer, lst ..

Interior duty ofiicer, 24 in,

Interior duty ofiicer, 3d tn,

STED secrotary, lst Bn, «

SED secrotary, 24 Bn,

“ED secretary, 3¢ in,

F)J secrotary, lst Bn,

FDJ secretary, 24 Ha,

FNJ secretary, 3d In.
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An srtillery regiment, oreviously Lih Komande, was organized inlos

the headquartcrs with com-anling oflficer, deputy corr andin: ofricer and

PK chief, deputy comranding ofiicer and dirnactor of training, chief of

staf?, sunply oflicer, 5UD secratary and FDJ socrobary; the headguarters

dugzs 3 Abteilungen with 3 batieries in a’lition to 1 hcalquarters cus and

1 fire lug to each Abteilungy 1 A4. Abbeilungy and 1 mortar battery equipied
with Soviet 160-m1 mortars. mach Abteilun: of bthe artillery regirent coasishal
of 2 1izhi and 1 heavy Yatteries with 4 uas to each tatiery. (7)

Arms available at the VPN in “arch 1702 included: Soviot training tanks,
Soviat armored personiel carriors equinsed with 20-rm guns, Soviat four-axlc
armored reconmiaissance cars, Soviet 120-mi SP oguna, Soviet 76.2-mz AT guas,
German 105~mm light field howitszers, German riodel 18 heavy field howitzers,
Soviet 122-m: heavy mortars, biviet 8l.2~-ma mortsrs, German S0-ma rortars,
Soviet Soema light mortars, vsoviet Kaxin heavy machinc puns, Ger an model
08/1S heavy machine guns, Soviel sulmachine cwne with drum magazines, JGerman
models 43 and Lh sutmachine muns, woviet rmodels K-35 and Gelhl cartinos, Gernan
models 90=K and bel3 carbines, 7.6%~mn liauscr pistols aid “elgian model FH
9~rm pistels. (1) Ywo 2Is irucks converted into ordaance shops were available
for maintenance and repair w.rk on arns. “he authorized arms equipnont required
for the VPDs were alle;adly beins storsz? in Soviet installations.

The following officers atiached to division hoadruarters had to ationd a tlxreo-
day training course at the 1WA over; vouths

comnaxding officer, deputy com:andin- officer and % ghiof » deprdy comianding
officer for gencral matiers, de uty corrandine officer in charge of artillory
traininz, deputy commanding ofiicer in char~e of tank training, chiof of staff
and supHly officer, The training sechadule w-thin the mit was ag follows:

First training sroup. The group included revincntal comtanders, PK officers,
depaty com-anding officers for geacral malters and chiefs of staff, Tho training
progranm included: PY instruction held in +he form of study groups; iafantry,
artillery and tank tactics with special 'stress on conbined-arns taectics 3 basic

trainingzs nap readiag; ordnance matters 3 sas protections molor transiort training

and physical training,

Second. training croup. The group included battalion comanders, PK olficers
and chicl adjutants, ine training program followed the same natiors ac thai of
the first training group, however on battalion lovel, ’

Ihird training sroun, The proun included coupany comr anders and PX of ficers.
The trainias promram incinded the saze subjects as the schodule of the first
and second irainiae groups, however at corpany level and omitting prtil’;r\"
and tank tactics, T e
Fourth tx.'ain;.n;; groun. The group incluied administrative officers. The {rainine
progran included X instruction in the form of study grouds, infantry tactics N
basic training, ordnance nmatters, map reading and administrative matiers, ?
Fifth traininz szroup, The Froup included platoon leaders, The trainin: schedule
was the same as Lhat for comoany leadors, houwever, at platoon level o -
‘welve hours per week were devotad to this tyve of trainin- in the ;’i‘rst

zjsecond and fourth trainin: zrouns Of this timé, UE oercent were clevo;t,;f'c’ {ct PK
anstruction;y 35 percent to tactical roblena; 3 nerceat eac to hasic-?‘:rai”m‘;-f
Hap reading, princisles and oleients a4 instmzction, ras protection and °1o§;oi:‘ ’
transsort; and 5 percent to ordnance ratiers, The th.iz:d an! Zifth trfz‘iq‘ :1"
groups were trained daily for misSisns at comnany and Hlatosn 1-ﬂirel ;_n o
adiition to the li~iowr trainin; mentioued atove, () S
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(931 Tch 1953, the actual strength of the VPD in Zittau amounted to 15

percent of the authorized strength. An suthorized sireagth of about 8,000 men,

| roughly corresponds to the peace streagth of a Lovieb
motorized rifle division. ihe actual strength of the VPD in Zittau shows

that it was 2 cadre uait. Althouzh the streagth of the cadre nait i5 very
small, the VPD in its organizational set-ud aud arnanont can be considerod as

a muclous of a mobtorized rifle division zccording to the Soviet patiern. This
applies for all the ViDs in the Sovict Zone of Gernany.

in unusvally large nunber of ofidicers, a tobal of about L0, is assipned to

the headquartors of the VPD in Zitiau, This corresionds to the ofiicer strensth
of a division headquarters. Fron the designations of regiment and tvebtalion,

it must be inforred that, coatrary to previous assumstion, the former

Yomaodos and dbteilungen have now tecowe the cadres of repirents and battalions
rospectively. .

Of the provious lst through Tth Jdonderzbteiluagen, ondy the lst and 74h Sondere
abteilung are still oxistonts It is believed that they sre directly =ssimed

to thic VPP, The two Sonderai:teilunion mav also have besn merzed into one mixed
Abteilun;, |
It appsars that the signal communications Zug and the envineor “ug have not

be.n integrated as organic elements of the batialion (Abteilung) to date.

They are probably detached by the reginont (Komaando) in ease of nexd for
combined arms traluing.

It is believed that the lizht mortar section and the heavy machine sun scebion
are only temporarily assigned to tho rifle companies as supiorting eleaents
within the framework of combined srme training, The light mortar section is
equipped with S0-rm mortars,

The rifle company now has an authorized equipment of nine light machine zuns.
Prior to the reorganization only six light machine puns were available,

ihe reported orpanization of the lith Rept {artillery Xom ando) supoorts the
assumption that the former 5th and 6th Jonderabteilungen have bean subordinated
to the artillery Komando. Tie inten'ed equinment of the heavy mortar bhatlery
with 160-mm mortars is a novel feasture, Such heavy mortars have not be:n aveilainls
to Volkspolizei units to dats, The srgzanization of the artillory Abteilung

into 2 light and 1 heavy batteries is mmusual. 4is a rule, arvillery Abdeilungen
are composed .f batieries of the same type.

The report is tho first to furaish comsrehonsive inforsation on the roe
organigabion of the ViDs. l

| 25X1

|
|T I It is
posnible Tthat Tae VIDs havo vesn converted into cadre divisions of very
linitecd strength, Fron all availsble indicotions relative +o the strength,
organization and srmanent of these cadre units s it is inforred that the “lanned
divisions are to be organized up 3 the vatterm of a Yoviet notorized rifle
division, The orpanization existine at mresent is orobably only a temporsry
solution which has beon inflacnced Ly the asrogress of training -:roceezlinrr Iron
comany to atialion and regimental level and perhans also by oi‘ganiy,atidnal
and personnel considerations. It will require 2 great amount of time to brias
the existing cadres t» their aubhorized p2ace stresgth, The divisions to be |
Tormed fron the 24 VPDs would total about 200400 sen. Tt will hardly be
possible to reach this sirensth in the course of 1952 even by fallin: back
ugon the personnel assirned Lo schasls and by extensive recrfn.ting., ft will
be possible to reach a persomel strength of 200,000 nen only by introducing
corpulsory military service. Tho equipment of this force with waapons and -
materiel will be a question of relatively minor concern. the solution of this
problen will solely depend on the intensiong of the Soviets, The changes in
organiaationa} set~up of the paranilitary Vollkspolizei which started
10 January 1952 does not at pragent imply an increase of its fighting strongth,

25X1.
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